MYTHS ABOUT FORGIVENESS

Forgiveness, first of all, comes from God and then
flows to everybody else. But we have developed
myths bout forgiveness which will be examined and
measured against God’s standard, the Bible.

Myth 1 - God could never forgive me.

Most people tend to gravitate to one or two extremes. Some
people don't think they need any forgiveness at all. They are like
the Pharisee in Luke 18 who said, "Lord, I thank you that I'm
not as other men are." He was praying God, aren't you glad that
I'm on your side? But I've found that far more people gravitate
to the other extreme. They look at themselves and see their long
list of sins. They contrast that with the realization of God's ideal
will for their lives and they conclude: God can never forgive
me. God could never accept me. I'm not worthy of him.

The truth about God's forgiveness can be found all the way
through the Bible, but there are two passages which really bring
it to light.

e Romans 5:6-8 - "You see, at just the right time, when we
were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very
rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a
good man someone might possibly dare to die. But God
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were
still sinners, Christ died for us." Oh that's a mouthful.

o Luke 15:11-32 - The Parable of the Prodigal Son. This
shows that the father (God) desires all His children, the
prodigal son, (us) to repent and return.

a) God forgives because it's his nature to forgive.
"God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we
were still sinners, Christ died for us." (Romans 5:8) What
prompted God to do it? One thing is his loving nature. The
aged apostle John said simply, "Our God is love." 1 John
4:8

The parable that we called the prodigal son is
really inappropriately named. It would be more
aptly called the "Parable of the Loving Father."”
The whole message of the parable is not on the
prodigalness of the son, it's on the magnificent
love of the father. The Bible makes clear in these
three passages and in many other places that
there's nothing about us that makes us worthy for
God to forgive. There is nothing that we can do
for him that makes him anymore complete by our
being on his side. The only reason God forgives
Is because it's his nature to forgive. He is the
perfect loving Father and we praise him for that.

b) God always stands ready to forgive us.
Think about the parable of the prodigal son. You parents
can identify with this. Let me ask you a question. The boy
took his inheritance, walked away and squandered it. We

Mitos sobre el Perddn

El Perddn, primero que todo, viene de Dios y luego
circula por todos nosotros. Pero hemos desarrollado mitos
sobre el perddn que serdn examinados y medidos contra el
estandar de Dios, la Biblia.

Los Mitos

Dios nunca podria perdonarme

A través de los afios, he notado que la mayoria de la gente
tiende a apoyarse a uno o dos extremos. Algunas personas
piensas que no necesitan perdon para nada, ellos son como
el fariseo quien dijo en Lucas 18, "Oh Dios, te doy gracias
porgue no soy como otros hombres." El oraba a Dios
diciendo, ¢No esté feliz de que estoy de su lado? Pero he
encontrado que mucha mas gente se apoyan en el otro
extremo. Ellos se miran a si mismos y ven la larga lista de
sus pecados, ellos lo contrastan con su compresion de la
voluntad ideal de Dios para sus vidas y concluyen: Dios
nunca me podra perdonar. Dios nunca me podria aceptar,
nos soy digno de él.

La verdad sobre el perdon de Dios puede ser encontrado
en todas partes de la Biblia, pero hay dos pasajes que
realmente lo trae a la luz.

¢ Romanos 5:6-8 "la verdad, como éramos incapaces de
salvarnos, en el tiempo sefialado Cristo muri6 por los
malvados. Dificilmente habra quien muera por un justo,
aunque tal vez haya quien se atreva a morir por una
persona buena. Pero Dios demuestra su amor por nosotros
en esto: en que cuando todavia éramos pecadores, Cristo
murioé por nosotros."

e Lucas 15:11-32, la parabola del Hijo Prodigo.

a) Dios perdona porque esta en su naturaleza perdonar
"Pero Dios demuestra su amor por nosotros en esto: en
que cuando todavia éramos pecadores, Cristo murié por
nosotros" (Romanos 5:8) ¢Qué es lo mueve a Dios
hacerlo? Uno es su naturaleza amadora. El anciano Juan
simplemente dijo, "Dios es amor" (1 Juan 4:8)

La parabola que llamamaos el Hijo prodigo esta
inapropiadamente nombrado. Seria mas adecuado Ilamarlo
"la parabola del padre carifioso." El entero mensaje de la
parébola no es sobre el libertinaje del hijo, sino sobre
magnifico amor del padre. La biblia hace claro en estos
tres pasajes y en otros muchos en la biblia, que no hay
nada en nosotros que no nos pueda hacer dignos del
perddn de Dios. No hay algo més que podamos hacer por
El que lo vaya a hacer un poco mas completo solo por
estar a su lado. La Unica razén porque Dios perdona es
porque esta en su naturaleza perdonar.




don't know how long the inheritance lasted, weeks, months,
maybe even years. Finally he comes walking back,
wretched and hungry. When did the prodigal son’s father
want that relationship to be restored and have that
forgiveness ready to give to him? The minute he walked
away and every minute that boy was gone.

As the young man was coming home, the father
saw him while he was still a long way off and he
ran to him. Through that whole saga his love
never wavered and the forgiveness was always
there for the taking. But the boy didn't realize that
because he had bought into the myth, the lie that
when he walked away, his father could never
forgive him. It's over. The relationship is shot
forever.

If you remember the story, he got so hungry that
he would have even eaten with the pigs that he
was feeding. When that hunger pain hit him, he
finally came up with a plan. He said, "I think I'll
just go home and beg to be a slave. Do you know
why he thought of becoming his father’s slave? It
was because he believed the lie the devil wanted
him to believe. You can never go back, and if you
do, you'll be a slave. That's the same lie the devil
wants us to believe about the heavenly Father
today. That our God is up in heaven with his back
to us and with his nose in the air and arms folded
saying, "You can beg and you can plead and |
want you to jump through some hoops, we'll see
how worthy you are." Wrong! Wrong! God's
forgiven us. Would you see Romans 5:8 again?
He demonstrated his love to us in that while we
were yet sinners, he (thousands of years ago)
let the perfect one die on the cross in our place.

¢) Forgiveness is realized only when it's accepted.
When did the boy's father forgive him? He was ready and
willing to forgive him the minute he walked out, but the
boy was lost until he returned home and cast himself on
the mercy of his father. All that time, his dad was ready
and waiting to put a robe on his back, a ring on his hand,
shoes on his feet and food in his belly. But all that time, the
boy was penniless, starving and lost, and you may be, too,
right now.

You say, "God can never forgive me." MYTH!!
The truth is he, has always wanted to but you
will live and die wretched, miserable, and lost
until you turn around and head to that cross for
forgiveness that is waiting for you. That is the
perfect and only source of forgiveness.

b) Dios siempre esta listo para perdonarnos

Piense en la parabola del hijo prodigo, Ustedes padres
podrian identificarse con esta parébola. Déjeme
preguntarle algo, El chico toma su herencia, se vay lo
malgasta. No sabemos cuanto duro su herencia, semanas,
meses o tal vez afios. Pero finalmente el regresa caminado,
desdichado y hambriento. ;Cuando el padre del hijo
prodigo queria que su relacion con el se restaure y que
tenga ese perddn listo para darle? La repuesta es en el
minuto que él se fue y cada minuto que es estuvo ausente.
Mientras el joven regresaba a la casa, el padre lo vio
cuando el todavia estaba muy lejos y el corrio a recibirlo,
personalmente me encanta esta parte. Yo sospecho que el
padre muchos dias se subid a una parte muy alta cerca de
la carretera, y ansiosamente tenia las esperanzas de poder
ver a lo lejos la silueta que él recodaba de su hijo. Todo el
tiempo en esa parébola, el amor del padre nunca dudaba y
su perddn siempre estaba alli para poder ser recibida. Pero
el hijo no se daba cuenta porgue €él habia creido en ese
mito, esa mentira de que cuando se fue, su padre ya no lo
podria perdonar, el pensaria que todo estaba terminado.
Que la relacion no duro por siempre.

Si usted recuerda la historia, el sinti6 tanta hambre que
podria haberse comido la comida de los chanchos que él
alimentaba. Finalmente cuando ese dolor de hambre lo
devasto, el tomo una decisién y dijo, "Creo que iré a casa
de mi padre y rogare para ser un esclavo" ;Sabe usted
porgue €l pensd en convertirse en un esclavo de su padre?
Fue porque el crey6 en la mentira que el diablo queria que
él crea, "TU no puedes regresar y si lo haces, td seras un
esclavo", esa es la misma mentira que el diablo quiere que
creamos hoy en dia sobre nuestro padre celestial. El diablo
quiere que creamos en la mentira que nuestro Dios esté4 en
los cielo dandonos la espalda, con su nariz en el aire y los
brazos cruzados diciendo "Tu podras rogarme y
suplicarme pero antes te pondré unas pruebas, y veremos
cuan digno eres" jMal! jMal! Dios si nos ha perdonado.

¢ Tendria el favor de leer Romanos 5:8 otra vez? "Pero
Dios demuestra su amor por nosotros en esto: en que
cuando todavia éramos pecadores, Cristo (2,000 afios
atras) murié por nosotros."

c) El Perddn es muy significativo y te das cuenta solo
cuando es aceptado

¢Cuéndo el padre perdono a su hijo? El estaba listo y
dispuesto para perdonarlo en el mismo instante que él se
fue, pero el chico estaba perdido hasta que €l retorno a su
casa y pidio la misericordia de su padre. Todo ese tiempo,
su padre estaba listo y esperando para poner una toga en la
espalda de su hijo, un aro en su mano, zapatos en sus pies
y comida en su vientre. Pero todo este tiempo, el chico
estuvo sin dinero, muriéndose de hambre y perdido, y
usted también lo podria estar ahorita.

Usted dice, "Dios nunca me puede perdonar.” jjSON




God’s forgiveness is waiting for every human
being, if one will only accept it. That's the best
news a human being could hear if he has never
heard it. The great news is, our God said if you
want forgiveness, you must believe that Jesus, the
Son of God, died on the cross as a sacrifice for
your sins, be willing to confess that Jesus is the
Christ the Son of God and the Lord or master
of your life. Don't hide it, believe it enough that
you'll tell somebody. Love Jesus, then be united
with him in His death, through immersion in a
grave of water, baptism, calling on his name to
save you, being resurrected by God to walk in a
newness of life as a new spiritual being.

Myth 2 - | can never forgive . Insert the
name of someone you think you could never forgive.
But | dare say that for most of us there is somebody
in our life whom we find extremely difficult to
forgive. Maybe someone did something to us or said
something about us. They may not have done or said
what you thought they should have done or said. The
reason for your resentment may be severe, it may be
minor, it may have happened a long, time ago, it may
be very recent, it may be a repeated series of things,
or a one time thing. But the truth is, as you look into
your heart, it's making you miserable. You're bitter
against them and you would like to bring punishment
on them, but your bitterness is keeping you in prison
in a cell of anger, disillusionment, and agitation.

Forgiveness is the key to unlock you from that cell,
and it is right there in your pocket. You've got the
key right here. What keeps us from reaching in and
pulling out that key are the myths that we've come to
buy into about forgiveness.

Myth 3 - Time heals all wounds.

Have you ever heard that? Time heals all wounds. That's a lie.
That old cliché is too often misused and inaccurate. In our fear
facing the issue, we assume that if we'll just ignore or put off the
hurt and the resentment that we feel from someone's offense, it
will just go away. No, the passing of time heals unforgiven
transgressions like the passing of time will cure an inadequately
laid foundation for a house. Or, like the passing of time will
cure an infection in your body. The passing of time only makes
the condition worse. The myth is time heals all wounds - The
truth is time aids healing only when the right choices are made.

Myth 4 - I've got to deny my hurt in order to forgive.

A lot of folks don't forgive because they were deeply hurt. They
think if | forgive, I've got to act like it didn't hurt me. I've got to
just put that smile on my face and go through there and say,
"Oh, I forgive you. No, that didn't bother me at all." That's not
true. The fact is, the denial of hurt is a sign of immaturity. A

SOLO MITOS!! La verdad es que EI siempre ha querido
perdonarlo, pero usted vivira y morira desdichado,
miserable, y perdido hasta que usted voltee y camine hacia
la cruz buscando el perddn que alli lo esta esperando. Esa
es la perfecta y Unica fuente de perdén.

El perddn de Dios esta esperando por cada uno de
nosotros, si uno solo lo aceptaria, esa seria la mejor
noticia que un ser humano podria escuchar, si nunca lo
escucho. La fantéstica noticia es que, nuestro Dios dice
que si gueremos perddn, debemos de creer que el Hijo de
Dios muri6 en la cruz como sacrificio por nuestros
pecados y que debemos de estar dispuestos a confesar que
Jesus es el Cristo, el Hijo de Dios, y el Sefior o Maestro de
su vida. No lo esconda, crea lo suficiente que pueda
decirselo a alguien. Ame a Jesus, luego Unase con €l en su
muerte, sepultura y resurreccion a través del bautismo, y
Ilame a su nombre para ser salvo, y siendo resucitado
pueda caminar en la vida nueva.

Yo nunca podria perdonar a .
Escriba el nombre de la persona que usted piensa qu
nunca podria perdonar. Pero me atrevo a decir que para la
mayoria de nosotros siempre hay alguien a quien muy
dificilmente perdonariamos. Tal vez alguien nos hizo algo
o dijo algo de nosotros. Ellos tal vez no hicieron o dijeron
lo que usted pens6 que habran hecho o dicho. La razén
por su resentimiento podria ser severa, o tal vez flexible;
tal vez sucedié mucho tiempo atrés, o podria ser reciente;
pudieron haber sido una serie de cosas repetidas, o tal vez
solo una. Pero la verdad es que al ver su corazon, lo hace
desdichado.

Usted les podra tener rencor y quisiera que haiga castigo
para ellos, pero su rencor lo estd manteniendo en una
prisién, en una celda de amargura, de desilusion y
agitacion. El perddn es la llave para sacarlo de esa celda, y
esta justo en su bolsillo, usted tiene la llave justo alli. Lo
gue nos mantiene fuera del alcance de esas Ilaves son los
mitos que hemos creido sobre el perdén.

El tiempo cura las heridas

¢Alguna vez escucho eso? El tiempo cura las heridas, eso
es una mentira. Ese viejo cliché es muy a menudo mal
empleado e inexacto. Al enfrentar un problema, por
nuestro miedo asumimos que se todo desaparecera si lo
ignoramos o si aplazamos el dolor y resentimiento que
sentimos por alguien que nos ofendid. No, el paso del
tiempo no cura las transgresiones no perdonadas como el
paso del tiempo no cura inapropiados cimientos puestos
para una casa. O, como el paso del tiempo no cura una
infeccion en su cuerpo. El paso del tiempo solo pone las
cosas peores. EI mito dice que el tiempo cura las heridas,
pero la verdad es que el tiempo cura cuando las decisiones
correctas estan tomadas.




mature Christian who has been offended and who wants to
forgive looks at a situation honestly and says, "You know, | was
hurt by that, hurt badly. But by God's power, | want to work
through that and | want to get over that." That honesty is the key
to getting us on the road to recovery in this issue of forgiveness.
Denying the hurt or denying it did not occur only hampers the
forgiveness process. Now be careful, don't dwell on it, but
nurture it. Don’t let it fester; get over it. Don't deny it.

Myth 5 - Forgiveness and trust is the same thing.

Some people think that if they forgive a person, somehow
they've got to open up their whole lives and be totally trusting of
that person. While the transgressors says, "Oh, they said they
forgave me, but they don't trust me now." But forgiveness and
trust are not the same thing.

Forgiveness and trust are not the same thing. Here's
the basic difference. Forgiveness is freely given.
Trust is earned. Jesus taught us to forgive somebody
who offends us 70 times 7 times. We must do that
even over the same offense. Do you think you could
do it on the same offense? 70 times 7 times? But trust
in a relationship has to be built back very slowly.
Every succeeding transgression or offense makes that
trust just that much harder to deal with.

C. S. Lewis wrote this about forgiveness. He said,
"This forgiveness doesn't mean that you necessarily
believe the next promise. It does mean that you must
make every effort to kill any trace of resentment in
your heart, every wish to humiliate, hurt or pay that
person back." That's forgiveness.

Myth 6 - To forgive is to forget.

Someone says, "They've never really forgiven me because
they've never forgotten about it." We are human beings and
something great pain makes an indelible mark on our memory,
and it doesn't just instantly go poof and disappear when we want
it to.

Jeremiah 31, God says, "I will forgive their iniquity
and their sin, 1 will remember no more.” I cannot
fully relate to that. It's not because God is suddenly
getting senile or has a touch of Alzheimer's, God says
I promise to never bring it up again. We can make
a conscious choice to put that thing behind us and not
dwell on it. Don’t let it keep popping up and
hampering our relationships. The more mature a
person is, the better he can do it.

The Truth About Forgiving

1. Remember how God has forgiven you. That is the absolute
key and that's why this lesson was started with that assertion. If
we fully embrace this reality, we would have precious little
problem forgiving other people.

Tengo gue negar mi dolor para olvidarlo

Muchas personas no perdonan porque fueron heridos
profundamente. Ellos piensan que si perdonan tienen que
actuar como si no los hubieran lastimado. Hacen como si
tienen que poner un sonrisa en su cara y actuar
normalmente y decir, "Oh, te perdono. No, no me molesto
para nada." Eso no es verdad. La verdad es que el negar el
dolor es signo de inmadurez. Un cristiano maduro que ha
sido ofendido y quien quiere perdonar analiza la situacion
honestamente y dice, "Sabes, Estuve lastimado por eso, y
realmente que lastimo. Pero por el poder de Dios, quiero
trabajar en eso y olvidarmelo." La honestidad es la llave
para ayudarnos a recuperarnos en este tipo de situaciones.
Tapando el dolor y negando que no nos pase nada, solo
dificulta el proceso del perdon. Ahora sea cuidadoso y no
caigas en eso, pero si abriguelo. No lo dejes crecer;
véncelo, y tampoco lo niegues.

El perddn vy la confianza son la misma cosa

No lo son, Me he cruzado con personas que todo el tiempo
piensan que si perdona a una persona, de alguna manera
tiene que abrirles su entera vida y darle su total confianza.
He escuchado decir a otras personas que han sido los
transgresores, "Oh, ellos dicen que me perdonan, pero
ahora no confian en mi."

El perddn y la confianza no son la misma cosa, Aqui esta
la diferencia basica, el perdon se da gratuitamente, pero la
confianza es ganada. JesUs nos ensefio a perdonar a
alguien que nos ofende hasta 70 veces 7. Nosotros
tenemos que hacer eso a pesar de que sea en la misma
ofensa. ¢Usted cree que lo podria hacer en la misma
ofensa? ;70 veces 7? Pero la confianza es una relacién
gue tiene que ser construida lentamente. Cada transgresién
sucesiva u ofensa hace que la confianza sea mas dificil de
adquirir.

C.S. Lewis escribi6 esto sobre el perddn, el dijo. "El
perddn no significa que usted necesariamente tiene que
creer en una siguiente promesa. Pero si significa que tiene
gue hacer cada esfuerzo para matar cualquier rastro de
resentimiento en su corazon, cualquier deseo de
humillacién, dolor o venganza." Eso si es perdon.

Perdonar no es olvidar

Alguien dijo, "Ellos realmente no me han perdonado
porgue nunca lo han olvidado.” Sea realista por un
minuto, ¢0k? Nosotros somos seres humanos y algo que
nos cause un gran dolor deja una indeleble marca en
nuestras memorias, y no se esfuman instantaneamente
cuando queramos. Jeremias 31, Dios dice, "Yo les
perdonaré su iniquidad, y nunca mas me acordaré de sus
pecados” Pero no lo puedo relacionarlo totalmente con
esto. No lo es porque tal vez Dios se esta poniendo senil o
porque tiene problemas con la memoria, Dios dice, Te
prometo no recordarlo nuevamente. Podriamos tomar una




Paul said in Ephesians 4:32, "Be kind and
compassionate to one another, forgiving each other
just as in Christ, God forgave you." A person who
has a hard time forgiving others, will, without
exception, be a person who has an inadequate sense
of the grace of God.

In Matthew 18, Jesus told a parable about a servant
who served a king and somehow accumulated a debt
to him of 10,000 talents. an enormous sum by any
standard in any country. That servant had no way of
repaying the king. He started pleading with the king
for his family’s sake. The merciful king forgave him,
just forget it. Can you believe that?

Then something more incredible happened. That
servant who had been forgiven such a huge debt went
and found a fellow servant who owed him a hundred
denarii, extremely small compared to the amount he
had forgiven by his master. He demands immediate
payment refusing his pleas for mercy and put him in
prison until he can pay. That first servant did not
have a clue about what had been done for him. Here's
the clincher, God expects us to do for others what he
has already done for us. That will only happen when
we realize what he's done for us.

2. Realize that forgiveness is a choice not an
emotion. Many people say, | can't bring myself to
forgive, or | can't bring myself to ask for forgiveness.
Forgiveness is a choice, not an emotion. Emotions
are all around this business of forgiveness.
Sometimes we are called upon to forgive when every
emotion is fighting against it. Here's the point, it's
like everything else in life, when you wake up very
early after a hard and difficult day your emotions
don't want to get out of bed. But are you? You've got
to. Once you do, your emotions begin to get in line.
You've have a choice about forgiveness. When
somebody offends you, you can rehearse it or you
can release it. You can keep rehearsing it over and
over again and it will fester, or you can release it. It's
a choice, not an emotion.

3. Understand the consequences of an unforgiving
heart. Remember how the first servant treated the
second servant. When the king heard about it he
“called the first servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he
said, 'l canceled all that debt of yours because you
begged me to. Shouldn't you have had mercy on your
fellow servant just as | had on you?' In anger his

cuidadosa decision y poner todo lo que nos paso en el
pasado y no tenerlo méas en nuestras mentes. No lo dejes
gue se mantenga apareciendo y dificulte nuestras
relaciones. Mientras mas madura sea una persona, lo
podra hacer mejor.

Clara Barton, la fundadora de la Cruz Roja Americana,
fue preguntada por un reportero sobre la critica que ella
recibié que puso en marcha la cruz roja, una calumnia
hecha en contra de ella. Ella dijo, "No sé de lo que estas
hablando." El reportero respondié "oh, claro que si sabe" y
lo que él hizo fue hacerle recordar lo que le paso. Después
de varios minutos el reportero le mostro una citacién
documentada y ella lo miro y dijo, "Oh eso, claramente
recuerdo ya haberlo olvidado." Qué buena actitud.




master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured,
until he should pay back all that he owed." When the
king found out the way he treated the other man, he
said, my forgiveness was there for you, you claimed
it.

Somebody says is that torture that's talked about in
the parable symbolic of hell? Yes, it is, but more than
that, it's symbolic of a hell on earth. Because when
resentment infects you, it tortures you. It locks you
up in prison to get at the other person and it kills you.

Is there a bitter memory robbing you of happiness? Is
there a hurt that's hurting you? Let it go. It's only
tormenting you. You may be holding it against the
other person and they might not even know it. It may
not be hurting them at all, and it's killing you.

This is the only situation I can recall of our God
pulling back the offer of forgiveness. He says if you
blatantly refuse to forgive other people, you've cut
the bridge to me. Folks, let's don't burn the bridge
that you and I've got to cross to get to heaven. That's
too important of a bridge; it's the bridge called
forgiveness.

The Lord taught us to pray, "Forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us." Do you really want to pray Lord, forgive me in
exactly the same way that I'm forgiving other people.
"Forgive us our trespasses just as we are forgiving
the trespasses against us." Now that's a thought




